
Sermon – Sunday October 2, 2022    Rev. Randi 

I want to talk about a quality we see in pets, especially dogs, since we are two days 
before St. Francis Day,  the patron saint of animals. 

I have a dog who often comes up to me and rolls over on her back for me to rub her 
belly. Now, she wouldn’t go up to a stranger and do this. But she does it for Tom, me, 
and other people she knows well. She does this as a way of submitting to me but also 
because she trusts me. You might even say that she has faith in me. She has faith that I 
will love her and that I will rub her belly. When I do rub her belly, the act of my rubbing 
the belly will release endorphin, which helps her bond with me even further. So, my 
dog’s faith in me causes her to take a vulnerable pose – that of showing her belly. Then, 
we become closer when I respond to that vulnerable pose with love. Her 
submissiveness and trust are rewarded when I meet her needs for love and bonding. 

Now, my dog takes this pose frequently. She takes it when I first come in from being 
away. She takes it before bedtime. She takes it when she’s relaxing in the chair while I 
work. Whatever happens, she continues to trust that taking this posture will provide her 
with something she needs. 

If we wanted to use my dog’s posture as a parable, we might say that when the dog 
adopts the posture, she is demonstrating how I should come to God – with faith and 
trust that my submission to God will result in God meeting my needs and in my 
becoming closer to God. 

However, you might also say that when my dog is in that pose, she also somehow 
represents Jesus. Jesus had faith in God’s plan for humanity and was ready to present 
Himself wide open and vulnerable. The difference, of course, is that Jesus didn’t always 
receive affectionate love when he was vulnerable. He demonstrated love instead. Jesus 
demonstrated servanthood and submission. And as that loving servant, He died for us 
in a position not all that different than this vulnerable position our pet takes. 

Ok, enough of dog parables. Now to the Gospel. The disciples are asking Jesus for 
more faith. In the verses right before this one, Jesus has talked about forgiveness, and 
the disciples realize they need faith to be able to forgive others as God forgives us. So 
they ask for more faith.  

However, Jesus gives them a curious reply and seems, on the surface, to blow them off. 
Instead, Jesus is trying to convey that the disciples already have enough faith. The key 
is to make themselves vulnerable to God just as Jesus did. The key is to make 
themselves submissive to God, just as Jesus did. Once we allow ourselves to be 
vulnerable and to submit to what God tells us to do, we receive what we need. When 
the Gospel talks about the servant serving the master first and then being allowed to eat 
and drink, it tells us that if we show our faith in God by serving others, we’ll receive 
everything we need. It also tells us we’ll be guaranteed an eternal feast too. 



Our other Scriptures today also talk about faith. They talk about how we need to be able 
to keep our faith despite the devastation around us. A different translation of verse 2 of 
Psalm 137 reads, “On the willow tree, we hung up our harps.” Stephen Laurence 
Schwartz and John Michael Tebelak used this verse in Godspell when Jesus was being 
crucified. They rendered it, “On the willows there, we hung up our lyres.” The Crucifixion 
of Jesus must have been the devastation to end all devastations to His disciples who 
didn’t yet understand the Resurrection. Very much like the devastation of a ruined city, 
or a ruined life, or a really big loss in our own lives. However, we can sing songs during 
these willow tree moments. We can sing those songs because Jesus himself hung on a 
willow tree to protect us and ensure we could live forever.  

If we look at Jesus’s example of vulnerability and demonstrate just enough faith to 
model submission and service to others, we’ll receive everything we need. We may not 
necessarily be mirthful right away, but God will take care of us in the end. We’ll be well 
fed and well clothed in God’s love. 


