
 

Sermon – Sunday, April 24, 2022     Rev. Randi 

Truly believing, for many of us like Thomas and the other disciples, involves more than 
one sense – seeing, hearing, touching, or tasting. Or perhaps it involves an internal 
sense, which in the secular world we'd call intuition, or in the spiritual world, we'd call 
the Spirit of God. 

All of us have that Spirit of God within us – the breath that God the Son gave His 
disciples and God the Creator gave Adam. That Spirit of God within us helps us believe 
now that we can no longer physically see, touch, or hear Jesus. Most of us here likely 
believe that Jesus is the Christ because we followed the Spirit's nudgings to believe.  

Truly believing is more than just an intellectual knowledge that Jesus is the Christ. It's 
more than just knowing in your heart. Truly believing is to be able to make the 
declaration that Thomas did, "My Lord, and my God." Truly believing is to really mean 
that declaration. Truly believing is to live each day with God as our supreme authority. If 
we are urged to do something against what our ultimate authority dictates, we don't do 
it. Instead, we follow our supreme authority's guidance even if it sometimes gets us into 
trouble. 

We have an example of that in the story from Acts. Peter continued to preach the 
Gospel despite the Sanhedrin telling him not to. The Sanhedrin hauls him back in front 
of them. Being called before the Sanhedrin for preaching something they've told you not 
to preach can be frightening and dangerous. After all, the Sanhedrin turned  Jesus over 
to Pilate to be crucified for a similar offense. But Jesus had called Peter to preach the 
Gospel. Peter truly believes in Jesus and has made him the supreme authority of his 
life. So Peter follows the call to preach the Gospel even after the Sanhedrin tells him not 
to. 

Now, I expect most of us do what God calls us to do sometimes when the world's pull 
would have us do differently. Sometimes we miss the mark, too. Indeed, I've had these 
experiences. Sometimes I can stand up to authorities who urge me to do something 
different than my call. Sometimes I chicken out and don't act as if I truly believe. So, 
with all humility, I share with you one time when I feel I got it right – when I did follow 
God's call despite other authorities. 

Many years ago, when I was first promoted to a division manager's position, I was given 
the following direction. "You will put in a new computer order system. The employees in 
this department are not smart enough to learn that new technology, so you'll need to 
replace them all and hire new people with better skills." 

I came to realize through prayer that the employees were all intelligent. Most lacked 
degrees, not because they lacked intellectual capacity but because they lacked 
opportunity. They were also all women in a department where almost all the important 
people were men. Management had decided about these people based on a stereotype 



and wanted to fire them all rather than taking the time to rethink their biases and train 
them. 

I decided to follow God's leadership. I took the risk of spending the money to train them. 
If I'd spent the money on training and they hadn't picked up the system, I would have 
been in a lot of trouble – in fact, I'd have been fired myself for wasting that training 
money when I'd been warned not to. But I didn't have to worry. All of them learned the 
system just as quickly as a new hire would.  

Some exciting things happened too. The women in that department not only performed 
competently. They became exceptional performersy because they realized they were 
valued.  

Not all stories of following God's leadership instead of human leadership end up so well. 
The apostle Peter ultimately was crucified for refusing to take orders from the 
Sanhedrin. Nelson Mandela spent years in prison because he fought against apartheid. 
Jonathan Daniels, a white Episcopal seminarian and civil rights activist in the 1960s, 
died because he shielded a black woman from a bullet. 

The point is that we believe that Jesus is the Christ. We believe through the power of 
the Spirit that God breathed into us and that surrounds us. We are believers whether 
we've come to our faith easily or reluctantly. We affirm that belief every Sunday through 
the creeds and coming to the Table.  

As true believers, we'll experience times when we are called to do things that go against 
authorities or authoritative forces around us. We need to take care discerning these 
times. We don't want to be like some people who've killed others, believing they heard a 
voice from God. We need to pray and talk about our call with other believers to ensure 
we've got it right before we act on it. But once we know we've got it right, we do what 
God calls us to do as true believers.  

We believe in the Christ, who we've not seen, through the power of the Spirit. We 
declare Jesus to be our Lord and Our God. And we act under His authority.  

 

 


