
Sermon – Sunday, August 14, 2022                                         Rev. Randi 

Disciples of Jesus are faithful. Today we will talk about keeping faith that God is at work 
in the world even when everything seems to suggest otherwise. Indeed, we can look 
around us today and find many reasons to question whether God is really at work. Just 
two days ago, Salmon Rushdie was stabbed at a local institution that honors academic 
and artistic expression. Just a few months ago, several people were killed while 
shopping at a Tops in Buffalo.  

We also have our own personal experiences of pain. Loved ones have died – far too 
many of them recently. We face illnesses. We experience significant disappointments. 
The discipleship journey seems fraught with difficulty and pain sometimes. 

Yet, we are called to remain faithful throughout our lives. We’re called to recognize that 
God is still at work in the world even when circumstances suggest that God has 
forgotten us. 

The passage in Hebrews mentions examples of faithfulness. I’d like us to review some 
of these stories together because we can see some commonalities between their 
stories and our stories. 

First, let’s talk about Jericho. God had promised the Israelites land, which was occupied 
by the Canaanites. God asked the people to do a strange thing to take over the land. He 
asked them to walk around the heavily walled city of Jericho for seven days, carrying 
the ark of the covenant, which represented God’s presence. Seven is a number that 
indicates completeness. They were to blow a horn at the end of the seven days, and the 
city walls would fall. Sounds rather preposterous.  

Well, guess what? The New York Times carried an article in 1990 that said that 
archaeologists had used carbon dating and various other scientific methods to support 
the Biblical account. They’ve found fragments of a wall that collapsed around 1410 BC. 
The city also was prone to earthquakes. While no one can say whether the walls fell on 
the seventh day of a parade around the walls, the evidence is clear that an earthquake 
may well have caused the walls to fall at just about the right time for the Israelites to 
take over the city. Other archaeologists believe the takeover of Jericho was more 
gradual, with small groups of Israelites encroaching on the Canaanites a little at a time 
until they became the majority. Either way, the Israelites did eventually possess the 
land, archeologists and historians agree. 

The ancient Israelites were fond of seeing God in military battles. While we don’t see 
God so much in military battles today, we can see God’s presence in other kinds of 
battles. God’s presence is often more like the interpretation of the second group of 
archaeologists. We see a little progress in the fight to end injustice, or we see someone 
recover from a disease slowly. Or we see someone make a transition to life eternal 
more slowly than we expect or desire. Occasionally, we see a quick miracle. But, if we 



look, God is usually with us in whatever “battle” we face, and ultimately, we gain some 
type of victory.   

Now, let’s look at Rahab’s story. Rahab was a prostitute. Before the battle of Jericho, 
Israelite leaders sent spies into the city to scope it out. Rahab hid the spies and kept 
them safe. A modern-day equivalent might be those European Gentiles who hid Jews in 
their cellars to keep them from the Nazis. Or those individuals right here in Niagara 
County almost two hundred years ago who were part of the Underground Railroad. Or, 
it could be us if we protect any individual facing an unjust death or treatment. Protecting 
the vulnerable is an act of faith and discipleship.  

Now, let’s talk about Samson. Samson messed up a lot, just like we do. He was 
dedicated to God from the moment he was born – just like we are dedicated to God and 
become God’s own in baptism. But, he didn’t always live a faithful life. He had a 
weakness for foreign women, which God had warned him about. And that weakness 
caused him to stray from the path of faithfulness and got him into big trouble. But, in the 
end, Samson regained his faith and accomplished what he believed God had initially 
called him to do. And, God was with Samson throughout all the twists and turns of his 
life, even when Samson made terrible choices.  

Finally, our ultimate model of faithfulness is Jesus. We focus so much on Jesus as 
Divine that sometimes we forget he was human. And the human Jesus had to keep faith 
in God and take actions that directly led Him to the cross. He had plenty of opportunities 
to run the other way, but He didn’t. He believed that the cross would lead to something 
better for humanity and Himself. 

The challenge for us is to keep following God’s call to do what is right. Seek justice, love 
others even when it’s difficult, and believe God is always with us. The call for us is to 
have faith that God is in control, even when that control isn’t apparent. We are called to 
faithful living. Life’s journey is long and full of challenges. Yet, as disciples, we keep the 
faith. 

 


