
Sermon – Sunday, March 5, 2023       Rev. Randi 
I want you to meet my friend, Nick. Nick is a good person. He gives money to the Food Bank. 
He’s also a successful businessman. He’s active in the Rotary Club. He has a lovely house, 
which he maintains well. People in the community like him and respect him.  

Nick is also active in his church. He is a vestry member. However, his faith is private to him. 
He tries to keep it out of his business and community leadership roles. Many of his friends 
are not practicing Christians, and he doesn’t want to upset anyone or lose their respect. So, 
he doesn’t talk about it or think about it much outside of church. Sunday and vestry meeting 
nights are for the church. The rest of the week is for community and business. 

Now, I’d like to talk about Nicodemus. Nicodemus was a respected member of the Jewish 
community. He was successful. He was a man of knowledge and a leader of the people. He 
loved God, and he recognized something special in Jesus. However, Jesus was also a little 
problematic because some of his words differed from what most of Nicodemus’s friends 
(other respected Jewish leaders) said. 

Nicodemus senses the Spirit of God calling Him to learn more about Jesus and to follow Him. 
But Nicodemus wants to keep that call private and separate from his other work because he 
doesn’t want to upset anyone or lose his position of respect. So Nicodemus sneaks off to see 
Jesus at night when none of his associates will know. Nicodemus has a conversation in 
which Jesus identifies Himself as the Son of God who has come to heal and save the people. 
Maybe Nicodemus understands this; maybe not. We don’t hear about Nicodemus again until 
some chief priests complain that the Temple guards failed to bring Jesus to them. Very 
subtly, to avoid offending anyone, Nicodemus says that Jewish law doesn’t allow a man to be 
condemned without being heard. We hear about Nicodemus a third time after Jesus has died. 
He helps Joseph of Arimathea bury Jesus – again, in secret, as sundown approaches. 

Like my friend Nick, Nicodemus believes in Jesus, but he keeps his belief private. He 
compartmentalizes Jesus in one part of his life.  

The meaning of the Greek word for believe used in John 3:16, however, refers to an all-in 
belief. As Jesus uses it in John 3:16, believe refers to a feeling that affects and transforms 
every part of our being and every aspect of our lives. Abram is an example of this belief. He 
gave up his entire life in one location to move to another just because God told him to. Of 
course, if we know the story of Abram, AKA Abraham, we know that his faith wasn’t always 
perfect. But, moving his whole family to a new place to answer God’s call is an example of 
“believing” in the true sense of how Jesus uses it in John 3:16. Abraham allowed his faith to 
control everything he did. Abraham also allowed his faith to be out in the open. It wasn’t a 
secret. I can imagine Abraham telling his friends in the old country about his upcoming move 
to the new one and why. Indeed, moving from place to place with one’s family wasn’t easy 
back then. An action such as Abraham’s would have gotten the attention of his neighbors. 
Moving to another country because a voice told you to do so sounds strange, but Abraham 
did it openly.  

So, let’s go back to Nicodemus. Jesus called Nicodemus to be “all in.” We don’t know 
whether Nicodemus ever entirely accepted that call. The Scriptures are silent. Some 
traditions say that Nicodemus did later fully believe Jesus’s teachings, built his life upon 
them, and was ostracized by his peers in the Jewish leadership.     



Now, let’s consider our friend Nick, whom we started with today. Nick, of course, is a modern-
day Nicodemus who seeks Jesus but doesn’t fully commit. Nick is willing to give Jesus some 
part of his life, but not all of it. He compartmentalizes and puts Jesus in the background while 
conducting his Monday through Friday business and community life. He doesn’t want to 
offend anybody and doesn’t want to lose anyone’s respect. He certainly wouldn’t leave this 
country and move to another one if Jesus called him to do so. Nick, like Nicodemus, doesn’t 
believe as Jesus calls him to do in John 3:16.  

If Nick did believe, he would ask for God’s help in making every decision in his life, including 
in his business and community. He wouldn’t bully people into following Jesus – after all, 
bullying isn’t treating your neighbor as you’d like to be treated. But, he would look for 
opportunities to speak his own beliefs.  

A boss I had in the corporate world provides an excellent example of this. The company 
invited employees and partners who had achieved certain milestones or made significant 
contributions to a lavish banquet every year. My boss was called to speak before the meal 
and offered an invocation. Even offering an invocation at all in a corporate setting that, in this 
instance, included Jews, Muslims, Unitarians, Mormons, and atheists, is unusual. But he also 
did something else that further shined the light on his faith. 

In his prayer, he said thank you for the food. He asked that we remember the needy. And 
then, in a straightforward but non-threatening way, he stated his beliefs. He closed the prayer 
in this way. 

“We ask these things of God in whatever way we see God. I pray in the name of Jesus.” 

A short statement shined the light on my boss’s faith without threatening others. If anyone 
had wanted to know more about Jesus, they would have known they could approach my boss 
and ask. But those who didn’t see Jesus as God would be hard-pressed to be offended 
because my boss used the word I. 

One more example. 

I had the great privilege of officiating at the wedding of my stepdaughter and her husband, 
Bill. My stepdaughter is a Christian. Bill’s family of origin isn’t Christian. Many of them aren’t 
sure they believe in God. Most of those who believe in God are Mormons. Bill believes in 
God, but he thinks Jesus was a prophet and not the Son of God. So, we planned a wedding 
using only Old Testament Scriptures. However, I still wore my clerical collar, a symbol and 
statement of my belief in Jesus. 

After the wedding, one of Bill’s Mormon relatives approached me and said. 

“Thank you for bringing God into this marriage. That’s unusual with my relatives. I know you 
believe differently about God than I do, but it’s still good to share God, even if we see Him 
differently.” 

God calls us to put our beliefs in the open and to let them be part of all of our lives. Let’s not 
keep secret the greatest story ever told. Let’s bring our beliefs out in the light.  


